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Wild

Joe Mac Hudspeth tuined bis
fobby into @ passion and has
mtee a name for bimself as
one of the premier waterfoiol
photographers in the region—
all while keeping his day job.

By [iM URBANER

speth [ duck blind. Parches of ice around the slew bepin o releise

steam a5 the sun rises past the old cypress mess. Soon Hudspeth is
surrounded by malkirds and rakes careful aim ar 2 very fine looking drake
with a shining green head and vivic whire collar The quier click char follows
i5 not from a shomgun misfire. [os from Hudspedi's 35-millimeter cimera.

Hudspeth (BBEA 750, who lives in Brandon, has seen countless sunrises
sinee he decided o serioushy pursues narure photopraphy 20 vears agngf
self-taughe phomographer who nirned his hobby inmo a'successful parc-nime
career, his images have been published more than ™M rimes in marional,
regional and statewide publicanions. He is quick to point our, though, thar
namre photography wasmn’s neady as casy a5 he thought ic would be.

*I saved money and boushe an awromaric camera with 2 100-300-mil-
limerer 2oom lens and boushr o mripod and took off riding around in my
Toyora Corolla,™ he says. “1 fipueed in juse 2 few monchs I would have dhe
conver of Clpalooe Life"

Huidzpeth quickly leamed thar caking phoms of wild aninals was mich
casier sapd than done. Gering extremely close o the wildlife was vical.
After much rrial and error wath locarions, lenses and homemade blinds, i
started o come rogecher His images firs appeared in magazines in 1987,

*I'went toothe post office one day and there weas 2 Tiicker Call magazine
and Migirpss Oidoers,” he sy, “Low and'behold T had the frone cover
on 'J'J'u.r.l!".j' 2l and | had 2 fall page n I|l.l'."|'_r.-'_r_;|f||1l.-:-\.|' thardfoar”

|"||.||:|1|:-:'r|'| I'l.'l'-ll.ll !I:Il:ll-:l.'l:l. h‘.ll."l-:- k“\. Flhl:l':l.l‘-i !'I.I'I'I.' TR .|F|F|I:".'|I'I:I:I L1 -:-\.'.:r:.'
|".-|iiﬂi.:-:i.|:-|'|i Puck .";-1.III.1]!I since 1999 and all of the h-liui:-ﬂi]rpi !“'i|5-:rrr1:11.1|1'5
Licenses since the credit card style was introduced in 1995

Though he enjoys photographing many specics afwaldlife, Hudsperh's
true passion is waterfowl, In 1993, he received nanonal recognition when
his image of an immarre leass bitrern was selecred from mare than 2,000
I|"||I'i|||||._ L.'||l.'.||du.r 'I!‘IH?":IEl'ﬂI."I'I" i||.'||.| il'-\'J.I'iI.ﬂ.I. 1]|.C ':.;rJ.IHj |.1r.r.|'1: I.Illl ."."l;'l]l.iﬂ“: h:r'

j cold wincer morning breake, and daylishe seeps inm Joe Mac Hud-

the Boger Tory Peterson Institute for Marural History:

Hudspeth, whose day job has been as an adventising agent with RPM fog
Trnckers mapazine since 1994, primarily purswes his craft locally—mostly
around Ross Barnerr Reservoir, Oxford and the Moxubee Wildlife Refuge. He

iz often back home from his shoosdbefore
mose folks are up and out the door for the diy

THINGS

“It’s premy near o be able o
spend thar kind of rime thar close
o a wild animal ... in their space,”
III.' "'hil:u"'. "-I.Ilr}' ':II.'I“IIIil'.-I:f I':I":F'I'i'
:,'nl,l':'q;' there™

[n 2003, che l.ln'rl.'n.'n:rg."!"n'_m
L'Ir}l-i!L"iﬁ'-iEl]‘i I'“.'IE'J.TI.'I'J H':I':!'-FI‘"_'EI'IIE
ﬁrhl: YCMAEArS ;1|.E1F Il‘llllihl1i|1£, IrJ.I'
:Il:llrl‘ .'3;|:I.'J.|'.l|.'r.l'.lr '.1-"'r||.-1r, A L'ﬂﬂ-t'l."lil.lﬁlc'
l'll.'lnk ﬂl:n\mi:ﬂg Ilil l'll.'.‘l “":ITI:. I'V.'IT
MOre iﬂﬁ:lrl'ﬂﬂli“:lll JIJI:IIIt HIElj'-FlI.'I]'l.
and his Il]ml:-ul'_m|:l|:|:.', visat his Wik

i

o v .
R, sate at Swwwsouthernbscus.con.,

Prints of rthis image, “Top of the Moming,”™ (right) were purchased by Ducks Unlimired for fund-raising banguers in Mississippi,

Louisiana and Arkansas, Swamps are among, Hudspeth's favorire places 1o photograph wildlife and landscapes,
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n 1903, Hudspeth received national recopnition when his image of a0 imms-
I ~

sure Jease bittern (below) was selecred from mose than 2,000 wildlife calends
photagraphs and awarded the Grand Prize for Wildlife by che Rager Tory
eterson Institute for BMamral History:

hile a thistle (rop) & 2 prickly nuisance in a cow pasture, it cain become
1 work of arr wi

it the seed head opens |1r|.':||1:|'.||r|'i_g.' and falls to the

ground. The sun rises over Ross Barnem Rezervoir (horrom left). Get-
ting close enough o capoire the wood duck {borom right) on film is the main

150 I'!IJIJEFII\.'I:I'I VS b |'||||_'.!:|||: a s r E.'I|_'|I.-\." lens
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se 12 feet long, made its ¢
o toward Fludspeth, Perhaps it
wWalg Fr”l':‘-'lit"'r:i the catfish in it mouth. The iﬂ'|:1|!.t was tiken on Boss
Barnett Resesvolr, A branded water snake (right) sins on a log.

raccadn [op) lides in
(bottom) strugelcs o

ress gres, while a green heron

v a small Bream. Green hemons

mignite north during the spring and summer to nest and
i mise their young,
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